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REPORT HIGHLIGHTS: 

$156,200 CCW Marine Renewable Energy 
Intermediary Award 

Understanding NEAR Science 

High-Demand Career Pathway STEM Cafés 

Early Learning: Storytime STEM 
 
 

On the Horizon… 

STEM Cafés:   
 

Construction Trades                                                 
January 27, 2022 

Tides & Currents                                                   
January 31, 2022 

Exploration of Digital Privacy Through Games 
February 10, 2022 

°°°°°°° 
Regional Summit: Pathways to the Future     

March 4, 2022 

Career Connect Washington Intermediary Grant Award for Renewable Energy Career Pathways 

$156,200 was awarded to West Sound STEM Network (WSSN) for their Renewable Energy Career Pathways proposal that focuses on career 
exploration and preparation in partnership with the Mid-Columbia STEM Network (MCSN) and in collaboration with Tribal leaders and Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL). The WSSN and MCSN regions are fortunate to include significant rural and Tribal populations.  

The Steering Committee for this project will include a Tribal Advisory Council, convened under the guidance and leadership of Tribal partners 
and the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe Economic Development Authority (JST EDA).  “As a Tribal 
member and as the Executive Director of JST EDA, I am committing to co-leading the Tribal 
Advisory Council for this project and to actively recruiting other Tribal members to participate on 
the Council,” said Joe Allen, Executive Director of JST EDA.  “We are excited by the opportunity 
that this program provides to work together to improve the economy and quality of life on the 
North Olympic Peninsula.” 

This east-west partnership, including school districts, higher education, regional CTE Directors, the 
regional Educational Service Districts, county and Tribal workforce development agencies, and 
industry partners, is well-equipped to develop this first-of-its-kind Renewable Energy Career 
Pathways ecosystem. The program will develop industry-led renewable energy career pathways at 
elementary, middle, and high school levels. Students will also have the ability to utilize these 
pathways to enter related clean energy sectors like Marine, Wind and Hydropower. 

Early Learning Through 
Storytime STEM! 
30 teachers attended a fun-filled two-day 
workshop in December offered by WSSN in 
partnership with Storytime STEM. The 
program connects children’s literature with 
STEM and computer science and enables 
educators without formal STEM training to 
facilitate STEM activities for young children.  

Through a popular storybook, young learners 
engage in themed science, mathematics, and 
engineering design activities or computer 
science Bee-Bot Adventures. Activities are 
based on Next Generation Science, Common 
Core Math, and Computer Science Standards 
and are grounded in cognitive research on 
how children learn. Photo Courtesy of Storytime STEM 

WSSN continues to offer STEM Like MESM! in its 
virtual format this year, bringing STEM industry 
professionals into classrooms for an interactive 
career exploration experience. In non-virtual 
settings, the program pairs STEM professionals with 
small groups of middle school students to talk 
about their STEM careers, how they got there and 
engage students in a short hands-on game or 

demonstration. Virtual sessions feature recorded interview clips, fun facts and relevant 
figures and an interactive team game for students to play based on the video content. 
This fall, 279 middle school students from two districts engaged in the program. Nineteen 
additional classes participated in January 2022, 64 classes are currently scheduled and 
three new districts are in the process of scheduling classes for later this Spring.    
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Welcome to our newest Executive Board member, 
Captain Sam Goodwill, Senior Safety Pilot, Flight 
Technical and Safety, Air Crew Operations, Boeing. 
Captain Goodwill brings a wealth of STEM and Career 
Connected Learning leadership and experience to our 
Network.   

WSSN supported Virtual Field Trips for districts in 
partnership with the Pacific Science Center. This fall, 
14 schools attended 32 field trips, where a total of 
1,199 students explored topics like Planetary Geology, 
Astronomy and Technology in Space. Upcoming for 
2022:  26 Virtual Field Trips, by 6 Schools for a total of 
1,203 students—and more signing up each week! 

The WSSN Fall Legislative Roundtable featuring 
Senators Emily Randall and Christine Rolfes, 
Representatives Mike Chapman and Drew MacEwen 
and WSSN leadership took place November 5th. 
Senator Rolfes provided opening remarks and a 
preview of the upcoming Legislative session with 
interactive discussion.   

Notes: 

Understanding the Effects of NEAR Science 
WSSN hosted “Helping All People Flourish Through an Understanding of 
NEAR Science: Neuroscience, Epigenetics, Adverse Childhood Experiences, 
Resilience”— a workshop designed to explore early adversity, brain 
structure and function and corresponding impacts on learning and social/
emotional development, as well as recognize the components necessary 
for building resilience over time.  Led by Network partner Kody Russell, 
Executive Director of Kitsap Strong, the 60 teachers in attendance learned 
the science behind human behavior, explored the impacts of trauma and 
toxic stress on our brains, bodies, behavior, & choices, and developed 
ideas/strategies for supporting clients/students, co-workers, family or 
community members. 

High-Demand Career Pathway STEM Cafés  
Many of the STEM Café professional learning opportunities for teachers, 
explore topics in High-Demand Career Pathways. In Fall 2021, WSSN partnered 
with industry professionals and educational experts to design and implement 
STEM Cafés where teachers explore or broaden their knowledge of a particular 
industry, discover connections to career pathways to share with their students, 
and experience strategies to support students in synchronous/asynchronous 

distance learning and culturally 
responsive instructional strategies. 

November 22nd, in partnership with 
WSU, Project Lead The Way and 
Biotility, WSSN region teachers 
attended the STEM Café, Beyond 
Health Care… Preparing Students for 
Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing 
Careers!   

Workshop discussions centered on high
-demand workforce opportunities in 
biotechnology and biomanufacturing in 
Washington and across the country – 
and how to prepare “Biology,” “Allied 
Health,” and “Biomedical Science” 
students for careers in those areas right 
out of high school or with additional 
postsecondary education. Teachers 

learned about the core concepts of cGMP (current Good Manufacturing 
Practice) and FDA regulatory guidelines for companies who manufacture drugs, 
drug products, and medical devices by participating in a hands-on simulation 
they can do in their classrooms with students.   

Teachers also gained an understanding of the 
Biotechnician Assistant Credential and Exam (BACE) 
which increases a student’s opportunity as a preferred 
candidate for employment, the career pathways the 
certificate can provide for their students, how students 
can prepare for the exam, as well as local career 
opportunities and possible internships.   

92 teachers participated in the WSSN STEM Café: Clean 
Energy Concepts and Pathways Using Snap Circuits in 
partnership with NUWC Keyport and Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility on 
December 7th. The workshop highlighted the basics of 
electronics and modern alternative energy through an 

 
 

 

engaging engineering design challenge, strengthening 
energy transfer knowledge and its applications in the 
classroom. Teachers explored clean energy concepts, 

such as electric cars, windmills, and 
hand-generated power, and received a 
full-color manual and separate “Think 
Green” educational manual explaining 
environmentally-friendly energy 
including geothermal, hydrogen fuel 
cells, wind, solar, tidal, hydro, and 
others for use in the classroom. 

Participants were able to design and 
construct green energy pathways,  
analyze how the clean energy can be 
used to power windmills, cars, and 
other sources and, in turn make 
connections to careers in engineering. 

Photo Courtesy of Project Lead The Way 

 

Photo:  US Dept of Energy website, Small Wind Guidebook, Southwest Windpower, NREL 15030 


